INTERESTS    AND    OCCUPATIONS
The attention of the society was drawn to every
sort of scientific subject; papers were read, there were
discussions, and experiments were sometimes carried
out. The King took a practical interest in its proceed-
ings; he had a laboratory of his own, had a practical
knowledge of shipbuilding, and attended on the
astronomical evenings. Evelyn was elected a member
of the Council and assisted in drawing up its statutes.
He was brought into close contact with the members,
and apart from the meetings he dined with Brouncker,
Moray and others in order to discuss scientific
questions. On the anniversary of this Incorporation
being St. Andrew's day "each fellow wore a St.
Andrew's cross of ribbon on the crown of his hat/3
and the King sent them venison. After the fire the
Society met at Arundel House in the Strand, and Mr.
Howard (afterwards Duke of Norfolk) bestowed on
the Society his magnificent library* largely collected
by his grandfather, the second Earl of Arundel.
Evelyn, writing of this presentation, says: "This
gentleman had so little inclination to books, that It
was the preservation of them from embezzlement."
In the same year (1667) Evelyn found valuable
marbles "miserably neglected5 9 in Arundel House
and garden, and he succeeded in persuading Mr.
Howard to bestow them on Oxford University. In his
letter to Howard describing how the marbles are in
danger of perishing he says: "Mclliinks, whilst they
remain thus obscured and neglected, the very
marbles arc become vocal and cry to you for pity and
*Now in the British Museum,
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